X ORDER OF WORSHIP X

Third Sunday of Advent December 17, 2023
10:00 a.m.

M PREPARATION X
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

WORDS OF WELCOME

OPENING HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
(sts. 1-3) LSB 344
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I On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
Text and tune: Public domain
INVOCATION

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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CONFESSION AND
GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS

Pastor:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
Who made heaven and earth.

I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Stlence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Pastor:

Pastor:

People:

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
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GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER
Pastor:  The Lord, be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor:  Letus pray. ..

People: Amen.

X WORD ™

EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 5:16—24 (ESV)

16 Rejoice always, ' pray without ceasing, *® give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. 2 Do not despise prophecies, # but test everything; hold fast what is
good. ?? Abstain from every form of evil,

»Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lotd Jesus Christ. * He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Jobn 1:6-8, 19--28 (ESV)

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”  He confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” * And they asked him, “What
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he
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answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” * He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

% (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) ? They asked him, “Then
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” % John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you
stands one you do not know, # even he who comes after me, the strap of
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” *® These things took place in
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Pastor:  'This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ® of the world to
come. Amen.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain”
L.SB 388
Refrain
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Go tell 1t on the moun - tain, O-ver the hills and ev - 'ry-where;
24 ——— — — |
’\é? - i‘- & ‘ ‘ i = =
Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus Christ is born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er

si - lent flocks by night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON “May Others See Jesus Through You”

John 1:6-8
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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PRAYER HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry”

(sts. 4-5) LSB 344
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4 La y on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
AS All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.
Text and tune: Public domain
MINISTRY MINUTE
Text-to-give: 810-285-7861
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PEACE
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And, also with you.

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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THE AGNUS DEI LSB 198
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak -est a-way the sin ofthe
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world, have mer-cyup-onus. O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A men.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanunel”
(sts. 14, 6-7) LSB 357
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from

n H P —

N/ 1 '

) \__.___F’(.ﬁ [ i
cap - tive Is ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
all things might - i - ly; To us the path of
tribes on Si - nai’s height In an - cient times didst
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow’r save, And give them vic - t'ry oO’er the grave.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, 0] Is - ra - el
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; In one the hearts of all mankind;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Savior of the Nations, Come”

LLSB 332
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1 Sav - ior of the na - tions, come, Vir - gin’s Son, make
2 Not by hu - man flesh and blood, By the Spir - it
3 Here a maid was found with child, Yet re - mained a
4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and
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here Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - 1ic course be - gan
5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course. 7 From the manger newborn light

Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Pastor:  Letus pray. ..

People: Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with

His favor and grant you His peace.
People: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
(sts. 1, 2) LSB 380
0 |
G —3 — —r
J e

1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text and tune: Public domain
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