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   ORDER OF WORSHIP    
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 24, 2023 
 10:00 a.m. 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain
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INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND  
GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
People: Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen
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GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: The Lord, be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray . . .  

 
People: Amen. 
 

  WORD   
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 (ESV) 

 
Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest 

from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, 
“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 
3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord 
is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell 
my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to 
dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for 
my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, 
did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been 
with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 
of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. 
And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time 
that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from 
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all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 
make you a house. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38 (ESV) 

 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it 
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON
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HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 LSB 361 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON  “God’s Plan is Better Than Ours” 
 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
MINISTRY MINUTE 

Text-to-give:  810-285-7861 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And, also with you.
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RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE AGNUS DEI LSB 198 
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COMMUNION HYMN “Away in a Manger” 
 LSB 364 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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COMMUNION HYMN “What Child Is This” 
 LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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COMMUNION HYMN “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 LSB 363 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor: Let us pray . . .  
 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with 
His favor and grant you His peace.  

People: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” 
 (sts. 1, 2, 4) LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 


